Organizations play an important role in Indonesian society and politics. In contrast to the highly individualistic political culture that seems to characterize my experience as a young American, there seems no shortage of young Indonesians with a political affiliation. 

Organizations such as these have been a crucial feature in the history of a country that has brought so many diverse groups under a single nationality. They have gone from organizing an independence campaign that brought the country out of colonialism, to being co-opted by a fascist regime, to their current status in Indonesian politics.
These affiliations often seem to be default, however, perhaps due to an individual’s ethnicity, religion, etc. That Americans are often free to choose a political affiliation or ideology speaks greatly of the opportunities, both economically and in terms of education, that this generation is lucky enough to have. Unfortunately, however, this also provides an opportunity for apathy and inaction, both indulgences of those that are comfortable with what they are given. 

I do not mean to engage in a long criticism of American culture, simply to offer a comparison with which to better understand my generation as it develops, manifesting its desires for the world that it is inheriting. 


Indonesian politics is endlessly complex to me as an outsider, and many locals that I speak with admit to often feeling the same way. Every individual exists within a delicate balance of religion, class, ethnicity, and who knows what else as they engage in interaction with their fellow Indonesians. One of the ways that identity is expressed politically and socially is through organizations. There are many organizations representing Muslims, Christian organizations and other religions, Military organizations, Nationalist organizations, Communist organizations and many others. While, back in America, I have often been reluctant to join a political organization, feeling that it is in some way a cop-out, a way to give responsibility for change or social improvement to someone else, many Indonesian youth see these organizations as perhaps the only way to become involved in the political scene of such a huge country. It is incredibly rare that an individual rises up into a position of power; the leaders all seem to be people that have risen through the ranks of their organizations, perhaps guiding the agendas of those organizations along the way. 
Here are a few organizations that members of my generation are a part of in Indonesia. 


So does this form of political organization lend itself to constructive engagement with members of this generation at a global level? On the one hand, perhaps these organizations trap people within ideologies and political agendas that are limited to a national scale. Perhaps the form of identity that they use to cement solidarity is so rooted in not only being Indonesian, but in being a specific part of Indonesian society. 


Are there channels for constructive global interaction in Indonesia that are not directly through the state? What channels ARE available for members of my generation to engage with each other? 

Furthermore, now that we have a little better understanding of some of the dynamics of members of my generation in Indonesia, what implications does membership in these kinds of organizations have for Indonesians of my generation as global citizens? What are the implications for the “Generation Project” as it pursues its mission of engineering a global generation that shares dialogue and goals?

